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will; when we avdid all ſuch exceſſes. in our uſe of 
Image of God in us, or laſſen and diſparage theſe 
good gits in the fight of men, and on the contrary, 
always uſe them fo, às may tend to give ſtill grea-. 
ter luſtre and beauty to that Image of God, which he- 
hath iniprinted on us, and to make both our ſelves 
and others more and more ſenſible of the'beneficials. 
neſs of them, and more and more abumdant in thun 
givings to God, for them; in one word, when wel | 
uſe them as Perſons, that muſt e er it be long, give 
to God himſelf a ſevere account of our uſe of them: 
when we uſe them as belps,” but never in the leaſt as 
hindrances, to the performance of our Duty, in any re- 
ſpect, but eſpecially our more immediate Duty to Gbd, 
our private and publick. prayers, our hearing and read. 
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And, on the contrary ,, how. low, how mean, how 


very deſpicable, has the Character of thoſe. men always 
peen, who have ſuffer d themſelves to be made 
aues to this. world, the Riches,, Honours, and Plea- 
ſures of it: who have made their Reaſon and Reli- 
gion truckle to, theſe, and barter d away their te- 
grity for them: whole flingineſs and ſelfiſhneſs has, as 
it were, cut them off, from the reſt of mankind, or, 
which is worſe, cheir proud and imperious tempers 
made them ſcourges, or their effeminacy and duxury, 
diſgraces and burthens, to them : in one word, whoſe 
earthly-mindedneſs has, on the one hand, continually 
cramp d and reſtraind. them, from all truly great 
and, generqus actions, and, on the ther hand, as 
continually prompted them to the molt, fityfil, baſe 
and ſordid ones? How inconſiderable a figure do ſuch 
a maße, how, are they deſpisd, or, at 


do th 1755 how do their name and me . 
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beſt way to have the true cnjoyment of chem, to en- 

them with the. greateſt advantage to our ſelves. 

5 When we haye fuſt taken due care for thoſe things, 

which are better and of much greater importance to 

us, we then go with a clear and ey mind to the en- 
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joyment of the things of this world, ſuch as 


they are; 
when 
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7 when we expect no more from theſe things, than they 
rah have in them, they may then both not diſ- 
pleaſe us, by balking and diſappointing us, and pleaſe us, 
by anſwering our expectations; when we enjoy them, 
with caution, diſcretion, moderation, and temperance, 
they will both give the beſt reliſh, in paſſing, and 
leave no ſting behind them, when paſs d, bur pure and 
unmix d eaſe and chearfulneſs both of mind and body 
will go along with them, and no ſhame, fear, ſatie- 
ty, pain, fickneſs, or other inconvenience of any ſort 
will follow after them: when we do good to others, 
with them, as well as to our ſelves, this will double 
our joy of them: and, when we glorify God, in all 
ſſible ways, by our «ſe of them, this will be a 
— mean, both, te have the applauſe of our own 
minds and the bleſſing of God added to them, and 
both vaſtly. to heighten, the preſent pleaſure of them, 
and likewiſe to ſecure from God a future increaſe. 


——_ 


” of 


and enlargement of them. as ts ee 
But when we act contrarily, in theſe ſeveral re- 
ſpecs, then checks. and miſgivings of Conſcience: 
then yexation⸗ ae benen then inſipidueſs or 
diflaſifulneſs, forc d and imperfect mirth, ſurfeiting and 
nauſeouſneſs, pain, ſickneſs, ſhame, and all manner 
of other inconvenience: then refuſing to do good to 
our own ſouls, and troubling our own; fleſh: then the 
reproaches. of our own mindiz, and the curſe e Cod 
mingle wich and imbitter all our preſent worldiy en- 
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hope of future ones. 


Thirdly, That thus to uſe theſe things is the beſt. 
way to make us eaſie under all the calamities of this 
life. The world cannot 'much affright or hurt that 
man, whole affections are very looſe and indifferent to 


it: who ſets no great value upon its favours, and 


knows how to ſhelter himſelf from its fromns, in the 
peace and joy of his own Conſcience, in his truſt on Di- 


vine Providence, and in his hope of that exceeding 


and eternal weight of glory, which he can make even 
the affiftions of this world, help to work out for him. 
Come then the very worſt that can come, this man 
has an Anchor of his Soul ſure and certain, which 
will keep it tolerably ſteady and even, among all 


the tumblings and toſſings of the maves of this li 


But what alas will that man do, under thiſe | 
circumſtances, who both dotes upon the world, and 


| knows not whither to go from it? How will he be 
able to bear great and frequent croſſes and diſappoint- 


ments, from that, in which he had plac'd his chief, if 
not his-whole hope and confidence; from which he ex- 
pected his 1 if not total; 'comfort and ſatisfa- 
#ion ? Or to what reſting place ſhall his troubled foul 
betake it ſelf from the ſtorms of the world, which has all 


along expected it's reſt and protection from the world 


#-/elf ? Oh this it is, which makes the u##iFions of this 
preſent life to ftriks ſo deep into our hearts, and to 
wound and vex them ſo n that we ſuffer the world 

to 
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1 to get an entire poſſe on of them, and do not firſt 
_ take care to invite into them the Holy $ pirit of God, 

and by his powerful aſſiſtance, keep the world out of 

them, eme and cruciſy it to our JON and us 
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Founthly, That thus to aſe weſe Aug is the wn 


way to prepare and fit us to bear, as we ought, the 
paſſing away of them. St. Paul ſeerns to have chought 
this ſingle Argument, that the "faſhion of this world 
paſſeth away, ſufficient to keep men from abuſing the 
things of it; for, we ſee, he uſeth no other in this 
place. And therefore probably he meant᷑ a great deal 
by this, even all that can poſſibly be meant by it: 
and what that is, I ſhall briefly . e to you, and 
| endeayour to repreſent the force o | 
By the faſhion then of this world's piſſing away, he 
undoubtedly meant,that the whole Scheme or State of 
this world, as well the things of this world, which 
male one part of this Scheme, as ourſelves who make 
the other part, is continually decaying, and ſhall, e re 
it be long, finally periſp; chat there will, come a 
time, when the world, all the things and the wicked 
men in it, ſhall be burnt up together, and that, in the 
mean while, both we our ſv and all our Abbey, every 
ching that we value in this world, ſhall be like 
a vapour of ſmoak, like the flower uy field; like 2 
garment eaten by a moth, uncertain and ſhort-liy 45 ; daily 
withering, fading, conſuming” away ,- — Act length 


ſuddenly gone, in a moment, in the twinlling of an te. 
C2 And 
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them, while we liye; and that, (which ought to be 
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And oh | how effectually ought this conſidera- 


tion to with-hold us, from ſetting our hearts upon the 
things of this world, from growing very fond of them, 
and placing much hope and confidence in chem 2. Vain 


man, whoſoever thou art that do'ſt ſo, how wilt 
thou be able to bear the loſs of this or Yother enjoy- 
ment, of this bopefal Child, of that Dear Wife of thy 
boſom, whom thou hast lov'd as thine” own Soul? 


What will become of the Coverous man, when his 


Riches makg to themſelves wings, and fly away? Where 


will the hope of the ſenſual and voluptuous man be, 


when, if nothing elſe, yet, at leaſt, ſickneſs or old age, 


which uſually come very faft upon ſuch, ſhall inca- 
pacitate him for the enjoyment of ſenſual pleaſures ? 


Or, where ſhall. the admirers of their own beauty ap- 
pear, when an ill. natur d diſeaſe, or as ill-natur'd time, 


ſhall have chang d it into uglineſs and deformity ? But, 


above all (oh dreadful thought ) how miſerable will 
the worldly-minded man be, how will his heart quite 
fail him, when death ſhall call him away from all his 
worldly enjoyments at once: when it ſhall rend and 
tear him, in ſpigbt of all his Rrugglings to the con- 


- trary, from every Deareſt. Object of his Affections, and 


that too for ever and ever? In mere pity and mercy 


to our ſelves therefore, if for no other conſideration, 


let us enjoy the things of this life, with caution and 


moderation z that ſo we may not have continual occa- 


ſions of fretting, vexing, and grieving for the loſs of 


the > 
. 
oo 
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the great aim and endeavour of our whole lives) we 
may enjoy tolerable peace, contentment, and 'ſatisfae 

fion of mind, when we come to dõe. 
Tis true indeed, this Argument was ſomething 
ſtronger, at the time when it was deliver d by the 
Apoſtle, with regard to the Corinthians, than it is 
with regard to us at preſent ; becauſe they were then 
in danger of immediate troubles and perſecutions, and 
ſo probably of having the things of the World taken 
from them, or themſelves from the things of the world, 
much ſooner, than is likely with us. But then it muſt 
be conſider d, that the caſe is much the ſame wich thoſe 
among us, who are advanced in years, that it was with 
the Corinthians : for great part of their time is already 
paſt, and it cannot be long before the State of this 
world ſhall be quite gone with them. And tho ie 
may poſſibly be otherwiſe with thoſe amongſt us 
who are young and healthy: yet, foraſmuch as this 
is very uncertain, and what only may be may likewiſe 
not be, it would be the higheſt folly and madneſs 
in us, in a caſe of this vaſt importance, to riſque all 
upon this uncertainty, and by ſo doing, at leaſt to 

liye under a conſtant rt from the fear.of what. 


may happen, and perhaps to forecloſe our ſelves from 
being able to get the better of our love of the world here- 
after, as we may at preſent poſſibly deſigg 
Farther, I know not whether St. Paul, by this 
Phraſe of the faſhion (or ſtate) of this world paſſing- 
away, did not defign to intimate to us, that there. 
. SO would 


fo the conſaderation o 
ate of chings to come, after this life, is a very good 
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word be another tate of things, immediately ſabs 
ſequent to this, which ſhould\not paſs away like this, 
but be unchangeable and everlaſting. I am ſure, in 


other places of his Epiſtles, he very often couples theſe 
together, as in the 5th Chapter of 2 Corinth. Foy 
we know that if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle were 
 diſſolvd, we have a building of God, an houſe not made 
with hands, eternal in the Heavens; and, in like man- 


ner, in the Fhiſtie to the Hebrews, we have here no abi- 


ding city, but we ſeek, one to come. And, if this was his 
- implicit meaning, as probably it was, it will double che 


force of his Argument: for, as the tranſient and un- 
certain nature of the things o, this world, and of our 
own continuance with them, is a very good reaſon, why 
we ſhould not much uy our Afections upon them, 

an unchangeable and everlaſting 


reaſon, why we ſhould chiefly raiſe our thoughts and 
affeftions to that State, and conſequently ſlight and 
negle& our preſent ſtate, in compariſon of that. Bur, 
whether the Apoſtle meant this here or no, it is ſo 


neceſſary an Argument, to enforce what I have been 


all along exhorting you to, that I cannot diſpenſe 


with my ſelf, from endeavouring to urge it home s i : 
on you, as I propoſe to do under my next hea „ 


which is to ſhew, 


Laſtiy, That thus to uſe the things of this world, 
is the only way to make them turn to a good account 


. to us, in another life. Auotber life, as I have been juſt 


hinting 
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hinting to you, is that, which we. he to have our 


thoughts and offeffions chiefly intent Ind fix'd upon; 
and all the things of this world, and the ſeveral ways 


of uſin hand, 5 are entirely to be eſtimated and inde, 
from To fimeſs or unfitneſs to promote our Intereſts, 
as to this lite to come. And they will, as we uſe 
them well or ill, have a very great influence, towards 
promating or bindering this our main en 


If we are careful to make ouruſe of them kad: inn i 


to the Bleſſed Author of them, and fill us with thanks, 
praiſe, love, ſervice, and obedience to him, for them: If 
e make them inſtruments of doing much good to our 
Brethren : if we uſe them in ſuch a manner, as will 
render them true comforts of our preſent life, and yet 
never let them in the leaſt incroach upon our Daties, 


in order to a better life: then we ſhall certainly mal | 
friends of them, that ſo, when we fail te me) reve | 


us into everlaſting babitations. 

But if, on the contrary, we uſe them 2 as to get 
God who gavethem : ſo as to do little or no good, much 
more ſo, as to do hurt by them, to our ſelves or others: 
and ſo, as to neglect better chings;for the lake of them: 
then let us be affar'd, that frat theſe things! ou will 
bring us into Judgment. " 


\ 


Be not deceiy'd therefore my Brethren, Gott is not 


mockd : for whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo- 


reap. Hie that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſpull of the” fleſh reap- 
corruption, but he that. ſometh ta the Spirit, ſhall of the 


Spirit reap fe n Remember hou- Abrahams 
right: 
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th right uſe of. the thi things of Tha world, with ſuch: —_— 4 
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tire reſignation of them to the will of God, hag, ar J 
bis command, he was moſt willing to have off 4 
up his own. Son to fim in Sacrifice, was rewarded with | 
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: men too. "had oh s wag an into 52 0 chang 0 
will this be in chei condition, to fall from-the height 
and. vey top' 0 f proſperity, i into che loweſt abyſs of : 
everlefting miſer id pr fe tan 
ive me leave, e d hege ſuch, in ge 
words of 1 55 not to glariſie themſelves,” not ta 
Fo. wanton and live deliciouſiy and luxuriouſly upon eartbz 
not to be higbeminded, and to truſt in uncert ain riches, 
but to, \ truſt in the living God, who giveth them all things 
richly to enjoy ; and to do good, to be rich in, good works,, 5 
to be reach to diſtribute, and willing to communicate, tre- 
ſuring up for themſelves a good foundation, againſt the 
time to N. that we may Or les on Wen Dale 


